
11th Grade Advanced Placement English Language and Composition: Summer Reading 

 

Welcome to Advanced Placement English Language and Composition! 

 

Reading Preparation  

 

To prepare for the upcoming year and allow for an immediate, in-class dialogue, you will read the following 

works over the summer: The Crucible, Fahrenheit 451, and The Great Gatsby.   

 

A thorough understanding of the texts is required. Strong and thorough annotations, though not required for a 

grade, are strongly recommended as a way for students to process and track their interactions with and 

understanding of the text. Students may expect an exam and/or thorough class discussions on the summer 

reading. Informed and thoughtful participation on the exam and/or class discussions will be some of the first 

formal grades of the marking period.    

 

Writing Preparation 

 

You will also be required to complete the assignments below that correspond to the literary selections above 

and that explore the following essential areas of strong reading and writing:  

 creative writing 

 critical literary analysis and 

 text-to-text, text-to-world, and text-to-self connections 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

 

 All Assignments are due on the first day of class. Late assignments will not be accepted and may 

result in removal from the course.  

 All writing assignments will be submitted to www.turnitin.com during the first week of school, so 

electronic copies should be readily accessible.  

 Any instances of plagiarism will result in an immediate discipline referral and a 0 for the 

assignment.   

 Assignments should follow proper MLA formatting. 

O For guidance with this, see the “MLA 2009 Formatting and Style Guide” at 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/.   

 FOR STUDENTS ARRIVING TO THE DISTRICT AFTER AUGUST 1ST:  

You should complete the reading of Fahrenheit 451 and the accompanying assignment for the first 

day of class (with the rest of the students). After that, you should work on completing the other two 

novels and accompanying assignments throughout the marking period and should have those 

finished and submitted by the close of the first marking period. 

If you have questions regarding these assignments and need clarification, please see Ms. Clayville (M30) 

or Mrs. McGeehan (M33) before the end of the current school year. You may also contact either of us 

over the summer months at clayvilles@carlisleschools.org or mcgeehank@carlisleschools.org.  

 

HAPPY READING! HAPPY WRITING!  

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN THE FALL! 

 

 

 

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
mailto:clayvilles@carlisleschools.org
mailto:mcgeehank@carlisleschools.org


 

 

Assignment #1: Creative Writing 

To Accompany The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
 

 

 

 

 

Point Value 50 POINTS 

Assignment 

Description 

Write a poem based on a specific aspect of The Crucible.  The aspect could be 

historical, thematic or character-driven.  (Refer to “Half-Hanged Mary” by 

Margaret Atwood, available online, for inspiration.) 

Requirements 

The poem must be approximately one page, double-spaced.  Structure and 

rhyme scheme are up to you.   

 

You must also include a one-page Writer’s Memo specifically explaining the 

connection between your work and the original text as well as the creative 

process you used. The Writer’s Memo provides a detailed explanation of why 

the author made the decisions he/she did while crafting the piece. Specifically, 

students could focus on why they used the punctuation they used, why they 

included line breaks where they did, why they chose specific words or 

phrases, why they structured the piece the way they did, etc.  
 

SEE THE FOLLOWING EXPLANATION FOR DETAILS REGARDING THE WRITER’S MEMO. 

 

Grading 

Criteria 

Maturity of Expression – The style and voice are clear, eloquent and 

nuanced.  Reflections are thoughtful, focused and replete with meaning.  

Writing is at an advanced level for grade. 

 

Connection to the Text – Writer’s Memo demonstrates a clear understanding 

of the text and a strong connection between the text and the student’s original 

work.  

Notes 

Keep in mind that your teacher has a thorough knowledge of Miller’s play. 

Your original poem should seek to move beyond a mere summary of the 

play. It should provide a new way of seeing the play or a given aspect of the 

play. Poems that merely summarize the play will not earn full credit. 

Similarly, Writer’s Memos that summarize the play will not earn full 

credit. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780142437339


 

 
 

The Writer’s Memo 
Adapted from A Guide to Composition and Rhetoric by Elizabeth Cooper and Elizabeth Hodges 

 
 A writer’s memo should accompany your final draft of a paper, and it should be a rigorous effort at 
discussing your writing.  It should be at least one page long, double spaced, and typed.  The writer’s memo 
serves to introduce your paper to your reader.  The memo also discusses how you wrote your paper and what 
you’d like the reader to note. 
 
Before you begin your memo you might want to: 

1. Reflect on your process for writing the paper: Where did the topic come from?  Why did you pursue it?  
How did you make the decision(s) to present it as you did?  How much time did it take you to do the 
first draft?  Which parts went easily?  Which made you suffer? 

2. Reflect on what you want to accomplish with the piece, with/for whom, and why? 
SO WHAT? WHO CARES? 

3. If applicable, reflect on what effect workshops and peer reviews had on your drafting, writing, or 
revising. 

4. Reflect on what you want a reader to be thinking, what you thought about as you wrote, and what is 
important to you about the paper. 

5. Acknowledge those people who contributed to the process and content of the piece. 
 
Here are topics you might consider when you are composing a writer’s memo: 

1. Your Planning Process 
 What in the assignment did you like or dislike responding to? 
 How did you try to make the assignment your own? 
 What sources—books, journals, other courses, common knowledge, friends, personal 

experience—did you find most useful?  Why? 
 How did other factors—your gender, race, spiritual beliefs, neighborhood, upbringing, current 

state of mind, etc.—influence you? 
 How much time were you able to spend thinking, planning, drafting, and revising?  Which stage 

would you have like to spend more time on? 
2. Your Writing 

 Discuss any risks you took or any new methods or writing you tried: free writing, journaling, 
etc… 

 Who was your audience for the piece and how did this audience guide your writing? 
 What was difficult about writing this piece?  Why? 
 Where did your writing improve? 

3. Your Final Draft 
 What do you like best/least about your piece?  How and where does it succeed/fail? 
 What makes your piece differ from your previous pieces and the pieces of your peers? 
 Where in your piece are you especially aware of your rhythm, word choice, syntax, and 

grammar?  
 How did you respond in this piece to the issues that were raised by readers in your last piece? 
 What comments do you expect/want/dread from readers like your peers and your teacher? 
 What would you do to improve this draft?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Assignment #2: Literary Analysis 

 To Accompany Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
 

 

 

 

 

Point Value 50 POINTS 

Assignment 

Description 

Create a literary analysis that focuses on at least one aspect of the novel.  While the 

focus of this literary analysis may be of your choosing, you want to be sure that it is 

in fact focused.   

Requirements 

The analysis must be approximately two pages, double-spaced.  A strong thesis 

should be present, but a full introductory paragraph is not necessary.  Examples 

from the text, cited appropriately, will help you to support your argument.   

Grading 

Criteria 

Insight and Thoughtfulness of Response – The student shows evidence of 

understanding the novel as indicated by the logic, analysis and insight used in the 

response. 

 

Textual Support – There is strong and appropriate evidence from text to support 

analysis that avoids basic summary.  Page and paragraph references are cited 

properly according to MLA guidelines.   

 

Notes 

Keep in mind that analysis is not the same thing as plot summary.  You’ll want to 

be very careful to center your paper around a thesis statement that proposes a 

cogent argument about the book. Elements to consider when selecting a topic might 

include the following: 

 A character’s development throughout the novel.  

 The relationship between two or more characters. 

 The author’s intended message. 

 The themes of the novel. 

 The structure of the novel. 

 The effects of the author’s stylistic decisions on the novel. 

 

For additional information on creating a literary analysis essay, students may want 

to consult the following valuable online resources: 

 from Bucks County Community College 

http://www.bucks.edu/media/bcccmedialibrary/pdf/HOWTOWRITEALITE

RARYANALYSISESSAY_10.15.07_001.pdf  

 from Germanna Community College 

http://www.germanna.edu/tutor/handouts/english/literary_analysis.pdf  

 

 

 

 

http://www.bucks.edu/media/bcccmedialibrary/pdf/HOWTOWRITEALITERARYANALYSISESSAY_10.15.07_001.pdf
http://www.bucks.edu/media/bcccmedialibrary/pdf/HOWTOWRITEALITERARYANALYSISESSAY_10.15.07_001.pdf
http://www.germanna.edu/tutor/handouts/english/literary_analysis.pdf
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Fahrenheit-451/Ray-Bradbury/e/9780345342966/?itm=1&USRI=fahrenheit+451


 

 

Assignment #3: Connections to the Text 

 To Accompany The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

 

 

 

 

Point Value 50 POINTS 

Assignment 

Description 

Select three passages/themes/ideas from The Great Gatsby and thoroughly 

explain three connections that you could draw to these ideas. You should include 

one text-to-text connection, which means that you will compare some aspect of 

Gatsby to another text you have read.  You will also include one text-to-self 

connection, which means that you will compare some aspect of Gatsby to your 

own life experience. Finally, you will include one text-to-world connection, 

which means that you will compare some aspect of Gatsby to the world around 

you. For example, you might make a comparison to observations you make about 

national politics, international affairs, local issues, social concerns, etc.   

Requirements 

These connections do not need to come together in a cohesive “essay” per se, but 

each one can be contained in and of itself. Length for each connection should no 

more than one page. MLA guidelines for citing and formatting should be 

followed. 

Grading 

Criteria 

Connections to Personal Experience & Observation –There are many keen and 

relevant references to personal experience, prior knowledge, other texts, society 

and/or observation of one’s environment. 

 

Textual Support – Regardless of the nature of the connections, they are 

supported with specific and thorough evidence from the text. There is strong and 

appropriate evidence from text to support analysis that avoids basic summary.  

Page references are properly cited. 

Notes 

The key here is to dig deeply into the connections you are making between the 

text and your own experience, another text, or the world around you. You will 

want to avoid making superficial connections such as “Like Nick, I too have felt 

like an outsider before.” Instead, you will want to further develop this connection 

by providing specific anecdotal evidence from your own life along with 

additional relevant lines or examples from the text with analysis to support why 

those lines illustrate Nick’s feelings of being an outsider. Go beyond superficial 

connections and support them thoroughly with the text and your own experience 

and observations. 

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Great-Gatsby/F-Scott-Fitzgerald/e/9780743246392/?itm=3&USRI=the+great+gatsby

